
The Kiryu Yagibushi Festival 
 

Yagibushi is the traditional folk dance of Gunma Prefecture. Yagibushi became popular in Kiryu 

during the Taisho Era (1912-1926). 

At that time, Kiryu was a prospering textile city. Many festivals were held celebrating local industry 

during spring and summer. In 1964, these various festivals (the Commerce and Industry Festival, 

the Gion Festival, the Tanabata Festival, and the Fireworks Festival, etc.) were combined into one 

great celebration. At this time, a costume parade was added to the celebration. The combined event 

became known as the Kiryu Festival. Eventually, yagibushi dancing became the central event and 

the festival was renamed the Kiryu Yagibushi Festival. It is the biggest event in the summer for 

Joshu Yagibushi (Joshu is the old name for the Gunma area) and is loved by one and all. 

The festival occurs on three successive days early in August. On festival evenings, yagibushi bands 

perform their lively music in a yagura (elevated stand) around which people dance. 

The main streets of Kiryu are closed to traffic during the festival, and people enjoy walking along 

the streets, admiring the colorful tanabata decorations (decorated bamboo), eating festival treats 

and playing carnival games. It is also traditional to wear yukata (summer kimonos) and geta, or 

wooden sandals. Cotton jackets called happi are also popular. 

The tanabata decorations recall the Tanabata Festival which actually occurs on the seventh day of 

the seventh month of the lunar calendar. This festival honors the star Vega, the princess of which is 

traditionally regarded as the Weaving Princess. During this festival, people write wishes on colored 

paper and tie them to the bamboo branches. 

In festivals long past, elaborate dramas were enacted on hastily built stages sometimes employing 

karakuri ningyo or marionettes. These dramas were staged by local textile companies who 

competed with each other to produce the best play. 

Nowadays, dancing has become the focus of the festival and groups vie in a competition for the title 

of best yagibushi dance team. 


